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ifreto ILiterature 

The most important books listed in these columns will receive notice in the book-review pages. 



OLD TESTAMENT 

BOOKS 

Kent, C. F. The Heroes and Crises of Early Hebrew History from the Creation to 
the Death of Moses. With Maps. [The Historical Bible.] New York: Scrib- 
ners, 1908. Pp. xvi + 251. $1.25. 

The first of a series of six volumes covering both Testaments and intended to 
make "the most valuable constructive results of modern biblical discovery and 
research" accessible in "popular practical form." Vol. I presents the biblical material 
in Professor Kent's own translation, analyzed into its constituent sources which are 
arranged in parallel columns when they narrate the same event, and are provided 
with brief introductory and explanatory notes. The plan of the series seems well 
adapted to the needs of those for whom more elaborate and technical presentations 
are confusing. 

Jahn, Holger. Bilder aus dem alten Israel. Mit einem Vorwort von Professor 
Dr. theol. Fr. Buhl. Autorisierte Uebersetzung aus dem Danischen von Ottilie 
von Harling. Dresden: Ungelenk, 1908. Pp. vi + 130. 

These eight "pictures" are of such incidents as the death of Jephthah's daughter, 
and the hanging of Rizpah's sons. With a true interpretative insight, the author 
narrates in simple but vivid style the biblical stories, leaving them to make their own 
impress upon the mind of the listener. The stories are striking in character and 
exceedingly well told. 

Kautzsch, E. Die heilige Schrift des Alten Testaments, in Verbindung mit Pro- 
fessor Budde und anderen, ubersetzt und herausgegeben. Dritte, vollig neu- 
gearbeitete, mit Einleitungen und Erklarungen zu den einzelnen Buchern ver- 
sehene Auflage. Lieferung I. Tubingen: J. C. B. Mohr, 1908. Pp. viii + 64. 
M. 0.80. 

Kautzsch's well-known translation of the Old Testament here enters upon its 
third edition. It marks an advance upon the two previous editions in that (1) the 
introductions to the various books are placed immediately before their respective 
books instead of being relegated to the appendices; (2) the explanatory comments 
are attached as footnotes to the passages which they elucidate instead of being post- 
poned to the appendices; (3) a more critical attitude is assumed toward the Massoretic 
text; (4) the sources of the various narratives are indicated by letters in the margin; 
and (5) the poetic passages are printed in poetic form. This first instalment of the 
work contains thirty-eight chapters of Genesis with the accompanying introductory 
and explanatory notes. 

ARTICLES 
Mereins, E. M. The Plagues of Egypt. Bibliotheca Sacra, July, 1908, pp. 401-29. 

" It is the modest purpose of this article to show that the narrative of the plagues, 
even when divested of all that can be called miraculous, is worthy of credence as the 
record of a series of remarkable national calamities." Four plagues are left for a 
second article. 
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Driver, S. R. The Aramaic Inscription from Syria. The Expositor, June, 1908, 
pp. 481-90. 

A translation and study of a recently discovered inscription which is the oldest 
Aramaic writing at present known. It relates how Zakir, king of Hamath and Laash, 
erected this monument to Baal-shamain, his god, as a votive-offering in return for a 
victory granted to him over Benhadad, son of Hazael, king of Syria, and his allies. 
It is thus not more than fifty years later than the Moabite stone. 

Gray, G. B. The Heavenly Temple and the Heavenly Altar. The Expositor, 
June, 1908, pp. 530-46. 

The second and concluding portion of an article aiming to show that the late 
Jewish idea of a temple in heaven with its altar and priesthood was not derived from 
Babylon but was a native development in the period 500-100 B. c. 

Psichari, Jean. Essai sur le Grec de la Septante. Revue des etudes juives, April, 
1908, pp. 161-208. 

A careful and detailed study, with full bibliographical references, of the question 
as to Hebraisms in the Septuagint. The decision is that Deissmann and his followers 
have gone too far in denying the presence of such idioms. 

NEW TESTAMENT 

BOOKS 

HtrcK, A. Deutsche Evangelien-Synopse. Mit Zugrundelegung der Uebersetzung 
Carl Weizsackers. Tubingen: Mohr, 1908. Pp. xvi+ 152. M. 3. 

Huck's well-known Greek Synopse now appears in a German form, employing 
Weizsacker's excellent translation. Johannine and extra-canonical parallels are 
included, as well as the most important textual variants. The work should prove 
useful, as a synoptic harmony, but the omission of tables and index of passages will 
prove a serious disadvantage in its use. 

Resa, Fritz. Jesus der Christus. Bericht und Botschaft in erster Gestalt. Leipzig 
und Berlin: Teubner, 1907. Pp. iii + in. M. 1.80. 

Jesus' life and teachings, stripped of the miraculous, are set forth in the words 
of the gospels. The writer seeks to free the gospel from everything that did not origi- 
nally belong to it, feeling that only thus can it make its appeal to the intelligent laity of 
today. It is observable that many acts of healing are preserved in Resa's narrative, and 
in general the aim is to retain the atmosphere and color of Jesus' times. Both the 
motive and the method of this little book are of interest. The grouping of the material 
into a narrative of Jesus' life and a collection of his sayings reflects the two-document 
hypothesis still so prevalent among German students of the Synoptic Problem. 

Gregory, C. R. Das Freer Logion. [Versuche und Entwiirfe, 1.] Leipzig: 
Hinrichs, 1908. Pp. iv + 66. 

Starting from the first authoritative account of the Detroit biblical manuscripts 
in the February Biblical World, Professor Gregofy recounts the discussions by Har- 
nack, von Soden, and others which they have called forth, and develops at some length 
his own view of the manuscripts and of the new reading. The manuscripts he assigns 
to the fourth, fifth, and sixth centuries, and suggests that they may have come from 
the White Convent at Sohag, near Akhmtm, where, in the course of some repairs, some 
still more ancient books were recently discovered. The new reading in Mark 16:15 
is analyzed and held to be neither a genuine saying of Jesus, nor an integral part of 
the Longer Conclusion, but a bit of extraneous tradition that crept into the text not 
earlier than 100 A. D. and not later than 130 A. D. The same manuscripts have been 
discussed by Professor H. B. Swete in the Guardian, May 1, 1908, and editorially in 
the Expository Times, June, 1908. Professor Gregory's monograph is the first ex- 
tended discussion of these important documents. 
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Drucker, A. P. The Trial of Jesus from Jewish Sources. New York: Bloch 
Publishing Co., 1907. Pp. 64. 

Rabbi Drucker urges that it was Pilate who, with the aid of the unprincipled 
Caiaphas, effected the death of Jesus, whom the Jewish people at large loved and 
obeyed. The trial, as described in the gospels, violated every step of proper Jewish 
procedure, and hence cannot have taken place before the Sanhedrin, which tribunal 
was, moreover, not in operation at this time (40 B. c-42 A. D.). Many points of interest 
are presented which call for examination and recognition; some demand more critical 
scrutiny. The writer shows a sympathetic attitude toward Jesus, and a natural dis- 
position to exonerate the Jewish people, forgetting that Jesus like the prophets before 
him had both friends and foes among his countrymen. That the mass of the Jewish 
people desired the death of Jesus probably no one of intelligence now believes. 

Walker, W. L. The Teaching of Christ: In Its Present Appeal. New and Re- 
vised Edition. Edinburgh: Clark, 1908. Pp. ix + 240. $1 net. 

Strong religious feeling, keen insight, and moderation of tone, characterize this 
study of Jesus' teaching. 

Wellhausen, J. Analyse der Offenbarung Johannis. (Abhandl. der koniglichen 
Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften zu Gottingen, Philol. Histor. Klasse, N. F., 
IX, 4.) Berlin: Weidmann, 1907. Pp. 34. M. 2. 

Wellhausen holds the Apocalypse to have been written in the time of Domitian's 
persecution, with the use of earlier materials of Jewish color, some of which (11: 1, 2; 
12: 1-17,1 reflect the time of the Jewish war, but most of which are later than 70 a.d. 
The whole has sustained some not very considerable subsequent modification. Well- 
hausen finds the clue to the Jewish or Christian character of the material in the historical 
situation reflected, and directs his attention especially to 11:1, 2; 12:1-17; 13:1-18; 
and 17:1-18. The whole text is discussed, however, section by section, with refer- 
ence to the originality and critical status of each. The Apocalypse is especially debatable 
ground, and Wellhausen has approached the problem of its literary analysis with 
his usual originality and vigor. 

Bonnet, Josef. Eclaircissement de l'apocalypse. Fribourg: Imprim. Saint Paul, 
1908. Pp. 48. Fr. 1. 

The material of the Apocalypse in the French of Bossuet is rearranged apparently 
less in a critical than in a topical interest. Bonnet undertakes to exhibit the natural order 
of the material, by which many obscurities and difficulties are obviated. To this 
end the text is freely rearranged, and grouped under seven principal heads, 7:1-3, 
e.g., following 11:1-13; 7:4-14 following parts of chaps. 21, 22, 15, 14; and 7:15-17 
appearing still later. The few remarks present some useful explanations, but the 
method and purpose of the analysis is nowhere adequately set forth. The writer 
holds strongly to the apostolic authorship, and expresses horror of the freer critical 
treatment of the book in which other Catholic interpreters of the modernist type 
have indulged. (Th. Calmes, Apocalypse, Paris, 1907.) 

Riddle, Matthew B. The Story of the Revised New Testament. American 
standard edition. Philadelphia: Sunday School Times Co., 1908. Pp. 89. 
75 cents net. 

Dr. Riddle was from the outset a member of the New Testament Company of 
American Revisers, and now gives an interesting account of the origin and progress 
of the revision movement, answering many questions which must have occurred to 
readers of the American edition. He confirms the impression that the revisers used 
no single Greek text, but passed upon each reading for themselves. Altogether this 
little book constitutes a valuable "footnote to history." 
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ARTICLES 

Harnack, A. Neues zum unechten Marcusschluss. Theologische Literaturzeitung, 
March 14, 1908, coll. 168-70. 

Harnack discusses the new reading of the Freer Gospels, in Mark 16: 15, holding 
that it probably came from the source from which the Longer Conclusion was derived, 
but hardly belongs in its present place in the Conclusion. He thinks it strongly 
"Hebrew Palestinian" in color, harmonizing admirably with the peculiar eschato- 
logical traditions of Palestinian origin, reflected in Papias. 

Von Soden, H. Ein neues "Herrenwort," aufbehalten als Einfiigung in den Schluss 
des Markusevangeliums. Die Christliche Welt, 14. Mai, 1908, coll. 482-86. 

Von Soden discusses the new reading of Mark 16: 15 in the Freer Gospels, holding 
the saying of Jesus it preserves to be unlike his authentic utterances or, indeed, synoptic 
tradition in general, but to resemble the saying of Mark 16:14-18, and to have come 
in all probability from the same source with it. Mark 16:14-18, including the new 
Freer saying, is thus a unit, reflecting a time later than Paul and John, but belonging 
to a very early period. 

Burggaller, E. Das literarische Problem des Hebraerbriefes. Zetischrijt jur die 
neutestamentliche Wissenschajt, IX, 2 (1908), pp. 110-31. 

In Wrede's theory that Hebrews is not a letter, but an epistle in the literary sense, 
a discourse addressed to an imaginary congregation, and then given by its writer 
the conclusion of a Pauline letter, in order to promote its circulation, Burggaller con- 
curs to this extent, that it is not a letter addressed to a certain definite situation and 
congregation. He holds it to be neither personal letter nor literary epistle, however, 
but an oration or exhortation, in short a Christian sermon, which, after its delivery, 
was written down and sent to another church, with a brief epistolary paragraph by 
way of conclusion. 

RELATED SUBJECTS 

BOOKS 

Adam, J. The Religious Teachers of Greece. Being the Gifford Lectures on Natural 
Religion Delivered at Aberdeen. Edited with a Memoir by his wife, Adela 
Marion Adam. New York: Scribners, 1908. Pp. lxxiv+467. $4 net. 
A splendid piece of work on the great thinkers of Greece from Homer to Plato. 
Five lectures are devoted to the latter, two each to Homer, Heraclitus, Socrates, and 
Euripides, and one each to Pindar, Aeschylus, and Sophocles. The lectures display the 
master's control of the subject and its literature, a fine literary charm and distinction, 
and profound appreciation of the problems of the religious view of the world. Stu- 
dents of the religion of the Hebrews can leam much from the study of the religious 
ideas of Greece, while this work should prove valuable especially in revealing the 
religious ideas amid which early Christianity did its work in Greece. 

Work, E. W. The Fascination of the Book. Chicago: Revell, 1906. Pp. 253. 

$1.25. 

Thirteen short chapters devoted to a eulogy of the Bible. The standpoint is 
distinctly that of the preacher, and the book is aimed at the average man. Such a 
one cannot read these chapters without a deeper appreciation of the Scriptures and 
a quickened impulse to embody their teachings in life. The author keeps himself 
free from entanglement in any theory concerning the way in which the Bible origi- 
nated, and devotes himself to indicating and emphasizing its elements of moral and 
spiritual power. 



